
The Canadian Pacific Railway 

Read pages 38-39 in the textbook to learn about the building of the railway. 

BIG QUESTION: Why was the building of the Canadian Pacific Railway (CPR) such a 
big achievement for the small, new country of Canada? 

1. When the first CPR train came into Vancouver, a band was on hand and 
played one song. What was the name of the song and why do you think they 
played that particular song? 
 

2. The textbook says that Hugh Allan was an industrialist. Explain what that is. 
 

3. What favour did Hugh Allan need from Prime Minister Macdonald? How did 
that favour cause the Pacific Scandal? 
 

4. Why was a cooperating group of Canadian businessmen and European 
bankers needed to finish the railroad?  
 

5. May cities and towns in Canada have a street named “Van Horne.” Where in 
the town or city would you expect this street to be? 
 

6. What did survey crews do? What did construction crews do? 
 

7. Why did it take seven years to build the railway that went from the Pacific 
Coast to the British Columbia Interior? 
 

8. The majority of railway workers were Chinese. Why do you think so many 
Chinese men were hired to work on the railway? 
 

9. What role did the building of the CPR play in the 1885 Northwest Resistance? 
 



10.  Donald A. Smith drove the last spike on the railway. The spike was said to 
have been made of gold, but it has disappeared. Why do you think it might 
have disappeared? Where do you guess it went? 
 

11. The last spike was driven at a place called Craigellachie. This place was 
named after a mountain in a certain country. Most of the people who 
controlled the railway were born in the same country and came to Canada 
later. Which country do you think that was? (Clue: Their names were 
Macdonald, Allan, Smith, Stephen, and they named many places after places 
in their birth country.) 
 

12. Answer the BIG QUESTION: Why was the building of the Canadian Pacific 
Railway (CPR) such a big achievement for the small, new country of 
Canada? 
 

Look up 3 of the following people and tell me why they were important in 
Canadian history.  

Donald A. Smith 

Major A.B. Rogers 

Sandford Fleming 

Cornelius Van Horne 

Hugh Allan 

T.L. Rosser 

Andrew Onderdonk 

George Stephen 

A. Stickney 


