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These are key terms from this week’s rap. Each word or phrase connects to the week’s news in a 
significant way. Complete the chart below by describing how each term relates to the news.

Term How it Relates to the Week’s News
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Boston

minimum wage

Ramadi

military gear

Bionic arms

college

Honeybees

Letterman
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Some words from the lyrics are used to describe a specific news story, but you can also use them 
in lots of other places and contexts. Learning these words and their meanings will help you expand 
your vocabulary. 

Guess what the meaning of the word is based on how it’s used in the rap, and then compare it 
with the actual definition. When you’re done, use each of the words in a sentence that doesn’t have                
anything to do with The Week in Rap.

Word

Word

Guess Meaning Actual MeaningIn Lyrics

Sentence
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GENERAL VOCABULARY

tension

tension

authority

authority

prosthetics

prosthetics

bionic

bionic

And there’s been tension be-
tween police and minorities

So Obama decided to use his 
authority to cut back on mili-
tary gear for police

Now I know we’ve all seen 
prosthetics

At Johns Hopkins engineers 
have made bionic arms, con-
trolled with your brain



Read the infoboxes from this week’s Week in Rap and answer the questions. To read more about 
each story, follow the link to the newspaper article in the infobox on flocabulary.com.
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Q&A
Why do you think some people are for or against 
the death penalty?

Why do you think Los Angeles has decided to do 
this by 2020? Why not this year?
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 There is a national minimum wage of $7.25 
an hour. This is the lowest amount an employer in 
the US can pay employees. States can also set 
their own minimum wage. This week, the city of Los 
Angeles voted to increase its minimum wage from 
$9 an hour to $15 an hour by 2020. Los Angeles is 
the nation’s second largest city, where it is estimat-
ed that about half of the city’s workforce earn less 
than $15. Several cities and states have already 
raised their minimum wage, and many other cities 
are considering doing the same. This is a sign that 
the recent protests about income inequality are 
being heard by policymakers.

 In 2013, terrorists set off two bombs at the 
finish line of the Boston Marathon. Dzhokhar Tsar-
naev and his older brother, Tamerlan Tsarnaev, were 
the suspects. Tamerlan was killed in the days fol-
lowing the bombings and Dzhokhar was arrested. 
Last month a jury found Dzhokhar guilty. Last week, 
a federal jury sentenced him to death. According to 
polls, the majority of Bostonians are against this pun-
ishment. Many believe that a life sentence would be 
a worse fate than death for 21-year-old Dzhokhar. 
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Q&A
Does news like this make you feel this battle will 
last a long time?

Do you agree with Obama’s decision to limit 
what military weapons local police can have? 
Why or why not?
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 President Obama stopped the supply of 
military-grade weapons to local law enforcement 
groups. The move follows the tensions between 
minorities and police that have erupted in the past 
year. This new policy bans the supply of grenade 
launchers, bayonets, tracked armored vehicles, 
weaponized aircraft and high-caliber firearms to 
local police. Obama said these weapons make 
people feel like they’re being patrolled by a military 
force. He wants people to feel the police are part of 
the community, there to protect and serve. 

 In recent months, the Iraqi Army scored a 
major victory against ISIS by taking back control 
of Tikrit. Since then, the Iraqi Army has been tak-
ing back control of other cities in Northern Iraq. But 
this week, ISIS scored a victory by taking control 
of Ramadi. Taking control of Ramadi is the largest 
victory for ISIS this year in their quest to create a 
caliphate, or an Islamic state, in Iraq and Syria. An 
estimated 500 people were killed through fighting 
and executions during the takeover. ISIS attacked 
military headquarters there and seized a large sup-
ply of weapons. The victory is making some people 
question the strategies the US and Iraqi Army are 
using to defeat ISIS. 
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Q&A
Can you think of other uses for mind-con-
trolled technology?

What do you think causes senioritis?
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 Engineers at Johns Hopkins University 
developed robotic prosthetic arms that can move 
realistically. Plus they’re controlled by a person’s 
mind. For people with missing limbs, surgery can 
connect the remaining nerves to the prosthesis. 
The robotic arms are called Modular Prosthetic 
Limbs, or MPL. In some people who tried the arms, 
the re-routed nerves grew deeper, and they said 
they could actually feel sensations through the ro-
botic arms. Before the arms can be sold they need 
to be approved by the Food and Drug Administra-
tion.  

 Colleges typically tell high school seniors 
they’re admitted before the school year is over. But 
this doesn’t mean going to college is a sure thing. 
Admissions officers say they’ve noticed that an in-
creasing number of high school students’ grades 
drop during their senior year because of their at-
titude toward schoolwork—something that’s com-
monly called “senioritis.” But get this—colleges 
can take back their offer if a student doesn’t end 
the year with good grades, since they look at end-
of-year transcripts. Students can also lose their 
offers because of cheating, plagiarizing, drunken 
misbehavior or arrest.
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Q&A
Why do you think President Obama didn’t ban 
the use of pesticides that kill bees?
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 The populations of honeybees and mon-
arch butterflies have been declining, so the Obama 
administration is taking steps to save them. This is 
important because bees and butterflies help polli-
nate the plants that produce our fruits and vegeta-
bles. They plan to increase wildflower habitats on 
7 million acres of land by 2020. That’s larger than 
the state of Maryland! However, some environmen-
tal groups don’t think this isn’t enough. They say it 
doesn’t deal with the pesticides that many experts 
believe are responsible for the decline in the bee 
population.

Who is your favorite talk show host? Why?
 

 David Letterman has been the host of late-
night talk shows for 33 years. He has recorded over 
6,000 shows. He first hosted Late Night and even-
tually became the host of the Late Show with David 
Letterman. This week, he taped his final episode of 
the Late Show. Many people say his career great-
ly shaped television and pop culture. He was often 
celebrated for bringing his intelligence and quick 
wit to television, and for being a tough interview-
er. Jerry Seinfeld said, “He was more inventive and 
more creative with this form than anyone before or 
since.”
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Sometimes the truth is stranger than fiction. Each set of three headlines contains two events that actually 
happened and one that is completely made up. Can you tell the true stories from the lies? 

Check the story in each group that did not happen. 

Two Truths and a Lie  

Life & Death
 Dzhokhar Tsarnaev was sentenced to life in prison.

 Bee populations have been dwindling.

 500 people were killed by ISIS in Ramadi. 

Limits
 The White House banned the supply of military weapons to police.

 Los Angeles set a new minimum wage.  

 ISIS has total control in Iraq and Syria.

Busy Bees
 David Letterman hosted over 6,000 episodes. 

 The bee population in Maryland is increasing.

 ISIS took control of Ramadi in Iraq.

Mind over Matter
 David Letterman decided to host the Late Show for one more year.

 Colleges can change their mind about admission offers.  

  Engineers created robot arms that are controlled by the brain. 
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